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United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY— Circular  No.  82. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 

OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE 
UNDER  THE 

FOOD  PRODUCTS  INSPECTION  LAW 
OF  AUGUST  10,  1917. 


Issued  October  31,  1917. 


WASHINGTON  :  GOVERNMENT  PlUNl'lNO  OFFICII  :   1917 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Bureau  of  Markets, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  12, 1917. 
lion.  David  F.  Houston, 
A/-  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  draft  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  under  the  following  pro- 
visions of  section  8  of  an  Act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  Act  To  provide 
further  for  the  national  security  and  defense  by  stimulating  agricul- 
ture and  facilitating  the  distribution  of  agricultural  products,"  ap- 
proved August  10,  1917  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress), 
"lfor  enabling  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  investigate  and  certify  to  ship- 
pers the  condition  as  to  soundness  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  food  prod- 
ucts, when  received  at  such  important  central  markets  as  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  may  from  time  to  time  designate  and  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  he  may  prescribe:  Provided,  That  certificates  issued  by  the  au- 
thorized agents  of  the  department  shall  be  received  in  all  courts  as  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  statements  therein  contained."^ 

It  is  recommended  that  these  rules  and  regulations  be  prescribed 
and  promulgated  by  you  pursuant  to  the  authority  conferred  on  you 
by  said  provisions  which,  for  convenience,  have  been  designated  as 
the  "  food  products  inspection  law,"  to  be  in  force  and  effect  on  and 
after  November  1,  1917,  until  amended  or  superseded  by  rules  and 
regulations  hereafter  prescribed  and  promulgated  under  said  law. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Brand, 
Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 
Approved : 

Wm.  M.  Williams, 

Solicitor. 

.    (2) 


Department  of  Agriculture, 
Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington. 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
by  the  following  provisions  of  section  8  of  an  Act  of  Congress  entitled 
"An  Act  To  provide  further  for  the  national  security  and  defense  by 
stimulating  agriculture  and  facilitating  the  distribution  of  agricul- 
tural products,"  approved  August  10,  1917  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Con- 
gress), 

"  for  enabling  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  investigate  and  certify  to  ship- 
pers the  condition  as  to  soundness  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  food  products, 
when  received  at  such  important  central  markets  as  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
may  from  time  to  time  designate  and  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he 
may  prescribe:  Provided,  That  certificates  issued  by  the  authorized  agents  of 
the  department  shall  b«  received  in  all  courts  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  statements  therein  contained," 

I,  David  F.  Houston,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  do  prescribe  and 
promulgate  the  following  rules  and  regulations  to  be  in  force  and 
effect  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  November,  nineteen  hundred  and 
seventeen,  until  amended  or  superseded  b}T  rules  and  regulations  here- 
after prescribed  and  promulgated  under  said  law. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  the  official 
seal  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
this  16th  day  of  October,  1917. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  the  official  seal  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, this  16th  day  of  October,  1917. 


*J.  /'i/vk^/K 


Secretary  of  Agriculture 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICUL- 
TURE UNDER  THE  FOOD  PRODUCTS  INSPECTION  LAW. 

Regulation  1.  Definitions. 

Section  1.  Words  used  in  these  regulations  in  the  singular  form 
shall  be  deemed  to  import  the  plural,  and  vice  versa,  as  the  case  may 
demand. 

Sec  2.  For  the  purposes  of  these  regulations,  unless  the  context 
otherwise  require,  the  following  terms  shall  be  construed  respectively 
to  mean — 

Paragraph  1.  Food  products  inspection-  laic. — The  following 
provisions  of  an  Act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  Act  To  provide  fur- 
ther for  the  national  security  and  defense  by  stimulating  agriculture 
and  facilitating  the  distribution  of  agricultural  products,"  approved 
August  10,  1917,  Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress:  "for  enabling  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  investigate  and  certify  to  shippers  the 
condition  as  to  soundness  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  food  prod- 
ucts, when  received  at  such  important  central  markets  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  may  from  time  to  time  designate  and  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe :  Provided,  That  certificates 
issued  by  the  authorized  agents  of  the  department  shall  be  received 
in  all  courts  as  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  statements 
therein  contained." 

Paragraph  2.  Secretary. — The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  the 
United  States. 

Paragraph  3.  Bureau  of  Markets. — The  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Paragraph  4.  Food  products. — Fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  food 
products. 

Paragraph  5.  Food  products  inspector. — An  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  authorized  and  designated  by  the  Secretary  to 
investigate  and  certify  to  shippers  the  condition  as  to  soundness  of 
food  products  under  the  food  products  inspection  law. 

Paragraph  6.  Office  of  food  products  inspection. — The  office  of  a 
food  products  inspector. 

Paragraph  7.  Inspection  certificate. — A  certificate  of  the  condi- 
tion as  to  soundness  of  food  products  issued  by  a  food  products  in- 
spector under  the  food  products  inspection  law. 

Paragraph  8.  Regulations. — Rules  and  regulations  of  the  Secre- 
tary under  the  food  products  inspection  law. 
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Regulation  2.  Administration. 

Section  1.  The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  is  charged  with 
the  supervision  of  the  performance  of  all  duties  arising  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  food  products  inspection  law. 

Regulation    3.  Markets. 

Section  1.  The  following  are  designated  as  important  central 
market-  at  which  food  products  may  be  inspected  for  the  purposes  of 
th(j  food  products  inspection  law  : 


Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Baltimore.  Maryland. 
Birmingham.  Alabama. 
Boston.  Massachusetts. 
Chicago,  Illinois. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Dallas,  Texas. 
Fort  Worth.  Texas. 
Galveston,  Texas. 
Houston,  Texas. 
Indianapolis.  Indiana. 
Jacksonville.  Florida. 
Kansas  City.  Missouri. 


Memphis.  Tennessee. 

Minneapolis.  Minnesota. 

Mobile.  Alabama 

Montgomery.  Alabama. 

New  Orleans.  Louisiana. 

New  York.  New  York. 

Jersey  City,  New  Jersey. 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Providence.  Rhode  Island. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

St  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Washington.  District  of  Columbia. 


Regulation  4.  Food  Products. 


Section  1.  Raw  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  in  addition  such  other 
food  products  as  may  be  designated  from  time  to  time  by  the  S 
retary,  may  be  inspected  under  the  food  products  inspection  law. 

Regulation  5.  Applications   for    Inspection. 

Section  1.  An  application  for  inspection  under  the  food  products 
inspection  law  may  be  made  by  the  shipper  of  the  food  products  in- 
volved, or  by  any  authorized  person  in  his  behalf.  Such  application 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  food  products  inspection  serving  the 
market  at  which  the  food  products  desired  to  be  inspected  have 
been  or  are  to  be  received. 

Sec.  2.  Such  application  may  be  made  in  writing,  by  telegraph,  or 
orally  by  telephone  or  otherwise.  If  made  orally  it  shall  be  con- 
firmed by  application  in  writing  or  by  telegraph  stating  the  facts 
required  by  section  3  of  this  regulation. 

Sec  3.  Each  application  shall  be  in  English  and  shall  state 
the. name  and  post  office  address  of  the  shipper  and  of  the  person,  if 
any.  making  the  application  in  his  behalf,  (b)  the  name  and  post 
office  address  of  the  receiver,  if  other  than  the  shipper,  (c)  the  name 
of  the  shipping  point  and  of  the  destination,  (d)  the  date  of  the 
shipment,  and  date  of  actual  or  expected  arrival  if  known,  (e)  the 
kind  and  quantity  of  the  food  products  involved,  (f)  the  identifica- 


tion  of  the  food  products  by  (1)  grade,  brand,  or  other  marks,  if 
possible,  and  (2)  car  initials,  car  number,  and  name  of  delivering 
carrier,  (3)  name  or  other  designation  of  boat  or  vessel,  (4)  name 
and  location  of  store,  warehouse,  or  other  place  where  the  food 
products  are  located,  or  (5)  any  other  necessary  information,  and 
(g)  the  purpose  for  which  and  the  particular  condition  concerning 
which  inspection  is  requested. 

Sec.  4.  Each  application  shall  be  deemed  filed  when  delivered  to 
the  proper  office  of  food  products  inspection.  When  such  applica- 
tion is  filed  a  record  showing  the  date  and  time  of  filing  shall  be  made 
in  such  office. 

Sec.  5.  Any  application  may,  upon  request  of  the  applicant  or  for 
any  non-compliance  with  the  food  products  inspection  law  or  these 
regulations,  be  rejected  by  the  food  products  inspector  in  charge  of 
the  office  of  food  products  inspection  in  which  it  was  filed,  and  such 
food  products  inspector  shall  immediately  notify  the  applicant  in 
writing  of  the  reasons  for  such  rejection. 

Sec.  6.  The  food  products  inspector  in  charge  of  the  office  of  food 
products  inspection  in  which  an  application  is  filed  under  these  regu- 
lations by  a  person  purporting  to  act  in  behalf  of  a  shipper  may,  if 
he  consider  necessary,  require  proof  of  the  authority  of  such  person 
to  make  such  application. 

Regulation  6.  Inspections. 

Section  1.  The  applicant  shall  cause  the  food  products  of  which 
inspection  is  requested  to  be  made  accessible  for  inspection  under  the 
food  products  inspection  law  and  these  regulations  in  the  market  at 
which  received,  and  to  be  placed  in  such  condition  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  permit  a  thorough  inspection  in  order  to  determine  their  con- 
dition as  to  soundness. 

Sec  2.  Food  products  inspectors  in  each  market  designated  under 
regulation  3  shall  make  as  many  inspections  as  their  facilities  permit, 
as  far  as  practicable  in  the  order  in  which  pending  applications 
therefor,  complying  with  the  food  products  inspection  law  and  these 
regulations,  are  filed  in  the  office  of  food  products  inspection  serving 
such  market. 

Sec  3.  No  food  products  inspector  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
food  products  inspection  law,  inspect  any  food  products  in  which 
he  is  directly  or  indirectly  financially  interested. 

Sec  4.  Except  in  the  case  of  a  reinspection  under  regulation  8,  or 
in  a  case  having  exceptional  merit  in  the  judgment  of  the  food  prod- 
ucts inspector,  no  additional  inspection  of  the  same  food  products  in 
the  same  market  shall  be  made  within  fifteen  calendar  days  after 
the  issuance  of  an  inspection  certificate. 


Sec.  5.  A  food  products  inspector  may,  of  his  own  motion,  when 
authorized  b}'  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  investigate  the 
condition  as  to  soundness  of  any  food  products  received  at  a  market 
designated  under  regulation  3,  and  may  certify  and  transmit  to  the 
shipper  of  such  food  products  a  certificate  showing  the  results  of  such 
investigation. 

Regulation  7.  Inspection  Certificates. 

Section  1.  Xo  inspection  certificate  shall  be  issued  for  any  food 
products  unless  the  inspection  was  made  under  such  conditions  as 
permitted  a  determination  of  the  true  condition  as  to  soundness  of 
the  entire  lot. 

Sec.  2.  A  separate  inspection  certificate  for  each  lot  of  food  prod- 
ucts inspected  pursuant  to  the  food  products  inspection  law  and 
these  regulations  shall  be  issued  and  signed  by  the  food  products 
inspector  who  inspected  such  lot. 

Sec.  3.  The  original  inspection  certificate  shall,  immediately  upon 
its  issuance,  be  mailed  or  delivered  to  the  shipper,  or  to  such  person 
as  may  be  designated  for  the  purpose  in  writing  or  by  telegraph  by 
the  shipper. 

Sec  i.  Upon  request  of  the  shipper,  or  person  making  application 
in  his  behalf,  all  or  any  part  of  the  contents  of  the  inspection  cer- 
tificate for  which  the  application  was  made  may  be  telegraphed  or 
telephoned  to  him  at  his  expense  for  telegraph  or  toll  charges. 

Sec.  5.  A  copy  of  each  inspection  certificate  shall  be  filed  in,  and 

made  a  part  of  the  records  of.  the  United  States  Department   of 

Agriculture. 

Regulation  8.  Reinspections. 

Section.  1.  If  an  applicant  for  inspection  under  the  food  products 
inspection  law  be  dissatisfied  with  the  determination  of  the  food 
products  inspector  who  issued  the  inspection  certificate  covering  such 
inspection  he  may, not  later  than  the  close  of  the  next  business  day  fol- 
lowing the  issuance  of  such  inspection  certificate,  file  in  the  office  of 
food  products  inspection  in  which  the  inspection  certificate  was  issued. 
a  request  for  a  reinspection,  stating  the  reasons  therefor.  For  good 
cause  shown,  the  food  products  inspector  in  charge  of  such  office  may 
extend  the  time  for  filing  such  request.  Such  request  may  be  made  in 
writing,  by  telegraph,  or  orally  by  telephone  or  otherwise.  If  made 
orally  it  shall  be  confirmed  in  writing  or  by  telegraph.  The  appli- 
cant shall  at  the  same  time  transmit  or  deliver  to  the  office  of  food 
products  inspection  the  original  inspection  certificate. 

Sec.  2.  Each  such  request  for  reinspection  shall  be  deemed  filed 
when  delivered  to  the  proper  office  of  food  products  inspection. 
When  so  filed  a  record  showing  the  date  and  time  of  filing  shall  be 
made  in  such  office. 
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Sec.  3.  Requests  for  reinspection  shall  be  passed  upon  by  food 
products  inspectors  designated  for  the  purpose  by  the  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Markets. 

Sec.  4.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  any  such  food  products  inspector,  the 
reasons  stated  in  a  request  for  reinspection  are  frivolous  or  unsub- 
stantial, or  the  condition  as  to  soundness  of  the  food  products  in- 
volved has  undergone  a  substantial  change  since  the  original  inspec- 
tion, or  these  regulations  have  not  been  complied  with,  the  request 
for  reinspection  may  be  denied. 

Sec.  5.  Reinspections  permitted  under  this  regulation  shall,  as  far 
as  practicable,  be  made  in  the  order  in  which  the  requests  therefor  are 
filed,  and  take  precedence  over  all  other  pending  applications. 

Sec.  6.  Immediately  after  a  reinspection  has  been  made,  if  this 
regulation  has  been  complied  with,  an  inspection  certificate  based  on 
such  inspection  shall  be  issued  and  signed  by  the  food  products  in- 
spector who  made  the  reinspection,  and  in  all  other  respects  the  pro- 
visions of  regulation  7  shall  apply  to  such  inspection  certificate. 

Regulation    9.  Publications. 

Section.  1.  Publications  under  the  food  products  inspection  law 
and  these  regulations  shall  be  made  in  Service  and  Regulatory  An- 
nouncements of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  and  such  other  media  as  the 
Chief  of  that  Bureau  may  from  time  to  time  designate  for  the  pur- 
pose. 
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